From: Praja Community

Respected Shri Praful Patel,

We the concerned citizens and residents of Bangalore would like to bring to your attention the turn of the events that is being unfolded on daily basis with respect to the starting of airport operations of Bangalore’s new airport  ‘BIAL’ this month.

The opening of RGIA airport at Hyderabad earlier than the Bangalore’s BIAL has open up the Pandora box full of of politics and sheer opportunism that every Bangalorean is envying for.

Atlast, on May 23rd the people of Bangalore will start using the new airport in Devanahalli. The news of opening of Bangalore’s new airport has unfolded many important operational aspects of a functional airport. It is good fortune of BIAL that its many aspects are being openly discussed and honest opinions are being suggested in public forums like blogging and media analysis. Demand for keeping the current HAL airport at Bangalore open for commercial operation is one such aspect of a larger discussion and solutions that are being offered.
We would like to bring to your attention to the Bangalore’s new airport project which seems to have remain incomplete in every step of its execution.

It is now being crystal clear that public stake holders AAI and KSIIDC has failed the Bangaloreans in BIAL airport project. You ministry MoCA has not far behind in living upto its required responsibility.
1. News report and private sources telle us that BIAL ATC is still far from being fully ready. There is severe dearth of ATC personnel.

2. AAI is a 13% stake holder in BIAL and but it has no clue about its role in BIAL airport.

3. AAI wakes up in the month March 2008 and starts complaining of insufficient infrastructure for running the ATC operations.

4. AAI remained blind and deaf to the ATC facility that is being built at the BIAL. It didn’t even see how many  “Toilets” it needs for its ATC staff at BIAL. Result only one toilet was finally built at ATC. Only one Lift was constructed.
5. AAI remained quiet until the March 2008 and didn’t do anything proactively for Schedule operations of BIAL airport on March 30 or even May 29th.

These colossal bungling by AAI w.r.t BIAL will not be overlooked and would not be forgiven. We demand that a suitable action is taken against all the responsible personnel and individuals. 

Your ministry can not abdicate its responsibility in ensuring that the public interests in BIAL airport is compromised and the BIAL management turns into a monopoly without any concern for public interests and benefits.

We also like bring to attention that there is urgent need to start the next expansion ASAP.
1. BIAL is severely constrained with single runway. There is already expert opinion out there that from Day one, BIAL will operate at full capacity. For future growth there is no other option except for 2nd Runway.
2. 2nd Runway plan is believed to be under severe restrictions posed by Yelahanka Air Force. This issue needs the urgent attention and a possible solution.

3. BIAL terminal capacity for passengers seems to be heavily congested w.r.t other airports. At present its passengers per area comes about 77k compare to 41k. Therefore terminal needs expansion at the priority

4. BIAL actually needs to upgrade to CAT II ILS compare to present CAT I status due to the Fog from open lands and lakes around BIAL.
5. BIAL is starting without the permanent infrastructure for Cargo. Isn’t it an irony that a full 3 years is lost and BIAL did not realize until recently.

6. BIAL is ready but seems far from providing all the amenities to its caretakers, staff members and airline staff. How can be it is possible to run the airport operations without the basic amenities like sufficient washrooms, cafeteria for its staff and contractors.
 Sir, the time has come for your esteem indulgence in the matter. The work should starts from an honest evaluation of current capability of BIAL and a solid plan for expanding the BIAL. Your personnel attention is extremely required to bring the BIAL back on track for a decent airport in Bangalore. 
City like Bangalore needs a decent airport facility for passenger travel and cargo shipments.”
In this context we request your urgent help and personnel attention for:
1. Immediately ordering an evaluation of current capability of BIAL by an independent team of aviation experts. 

2. Immediately formulating the plans for

a. Completing all the unfinished works for present phase.

b. Completing the Cargo infrastructure ASAP

c. Starting the works for expansion by December 2008.

3. Involve the citizens of Bangalore in all the policy decisions of BIAL.

We need not mention to you about the revenue loss to BIAL and Bangalore in particular if required and immediate attention is not given now. Any


These are some of the important elements that require a united effort and fight that realizes the bigger good. We have a golden chance to make BIAL - a functional airport in all aspects, Cargo Hub and more importantly serving Bangalore’s needs with good and reasonable passenger amenities. Let’s not let it get slipped due to HAL closure fight. If we sideline fight for BIAL due to HAL issue, we might as well forget about a decent airport in Bangalore. We would keep fighting on smaller short term cures and the bigger issue of BIAL will get out of our reach. This is the time to get BIAL management to be people friendly and transparent to public at large. If we do not put up a fight we will make BIAL a truly monopoly. So let’s not allow BIAL to be monopoly which doesn’t care for its customers and public at large. 

You can have that fight of HAL airport going while you work along with a much larger common souls like us on this much needed and beneficial project completion.

Praja members would look forward to your positive response and helping hand for BIAL.

Sincerely,

Praja Community.
